
that which it is not in the power of worda to do.' to de-
ttroy property.' Aa in the cue of' other property,' ao in
that ol ' alave property if it be . destroyed,' it muat be
by the actual application of force and uot by the proinul
Kfttiou ul a decree. Aud the force ia aa vigorous without
the decree aa with it.

Wheie the Prenident ha« no control over I be law of
MW relation, hia Hole authority over that relation muat re-
ault from actual force applied under atreaa of military
ncc-amty. And thia actual force uiay be legitimately ap¬

plied wherever or whenever it ia nece«aary to euforoe the
laws. If, then, the President, instead of asauming to declare
slaves free, had auuounoed hia purpoae, in conducing the
war within certain diatriota, t-i hold and treat all alaves aa

free, ao far they should come under the Federal away, be
would have avoided the objection which juttly lie* ayainat
a mere edict of emancipation. Thoae who love the Uuion
better than slavery may be prepared to aee alavery over¬
thrown wherever it atarida in the way of national autho¬
rity, but they are not prepared to admit that the Presi¬
dent can, by the breath of hia mouth, make or uniuuke the
law of freedom find bondn^e. For to dtclutt ulttveg fiv©
doe. not lie within the province of tb.< Executive depart¬
ment of the National Government on any theory of the
Prendent'a duty, whether aa commander-in-chief of the
&rmy and uavy or an a civil ruler, nor omi he coimut^ntly
exercise this / gislutit* function any more in time of war
than of peace. But to make alavea free may not only
rightfully but muat aluioat iii'ceaaarily be the inoideut of

Executive duties in conducting large military opera¬
tions on alaveholdiug territory."

Such were our original, and, we may add, our

unchanged objections to the proclamation; but if
that paper means no more than the exposition of
the President signifies, we have nothing to-say
against it.cxcept that never was an expedient so

ill-adjusted to the end for which it was oonccived.
If by the prcclamation the President intended no

more than to authorize our Generals to employ
slaves in the military service, an army order would
have done the business infinitely better, because
infinitely more directly, than a proclamation " or¬

dering and declaring' certain persons to be free,
when it was foreseen that such proclamation could
have no practical effect. The employment of slaves
for military purposes is one thing; the theoretical
emancipation of slaves in whole States where the
Federal power, as well civil as military, is, for the
time, inojierative and void, seems to u< quite an¬

other thing; because in point of principle it in¬
volves, as we conceive, an unconstitutional assump¬
tion of power on the part of the Executive, and,
in point of practical effect, it is a mere inutility.
serving only to create dissensions among loyal
oitizens, and to consolidate the power of tho ene¬

my. Those who argue in defence of the procla¬
mation on the presumption that without it we

could not avail ourselves of the services of slaves,
prove nothing but their own confusion of ideas.
Congress, by the aot of July 17, 1862, authorized
the President " to employ as many persons of Afri¬
can descent as t;e might deem necessary and pror
per for the suppression of this rebellion j" and this
was months before any " proclamation of freedom"
was issued. It is safe to say that by this edict not
a single slave has been freed who would not have
been otherwise freed by the progress of our arms,
and that in consequence of this edict not a single
negro rccruit has been added to our armies who
would not have been otherwise added. The in¬
efficiency of the declaration, considered ai a prac¬
tical measure, may be read in what the President
says in his late letter about the intfficacyof a "pa¬
per compromise." On this point he says :

"Suppose refugees from the 8outh and peace men from
the North get together in Convention aud frame and pro¬
claim a compromise embracing a restoration nf the Union,
in what u>ay can that compromise be used to keep Lie's
army out of Pennsylvania ? Meade's army can keep Lee's
army out of Pennsylvania, and I think csn ultimately drive
it out of existence ; but no paper compromise to which the.
controllers of Lees army are not agreed can at all affect
that army, in an effort at such compromise we should
waste time which the enemy would improve to our disad¬
vantage, and that would be all. A compromise, to be ef¬
fective, must be made either with thoae who control the
rebel army, or with the people first liberated from the
domination of that army by the successes of our army."

This is perfectly sound and sensible, but it is
just as sound and sensible to say that no " paper
proclamation, ordering and declaring slaves in
Richmond or Mobile to be free, can possibly have
any more effect than a "paper compromise to which
the controllers of Lee's army are not agreed." We
do not ask for a "paper compromise," whioh the
enemy, as the President well says, "would improve
to our disadvantage." And our complaint against
the "paper" proclamation of freedom is that it is
no whit better in this respect than a " paper com¬

promise." We know the President sees this as

clearly as we do. Utterly powerless as an engine
of war on our side, tho proclamation has served
only to distract the counsels and paralyze the en¬

ergies of loyal men, while to the enemy it has fur¬
nished a magazine of just tuch weapons a« the in-
aargent leaders know how to u«e adroitly for the
purpose of arra)ing all classes against the Federal
Government.the slaveholder by pointing him to
the predestined loss of his slave property, and the
non-slaveholder by pointing him to the hateful
prospect of bting reduced to an equality with the
emancipated s ave. Thus it is that all ranks have
been banded against us, and so they will remain as

long as this policy lasts.
The insurgent leaders know that the proclama¬

tion robs the Fouth of no slave who would not
otherwise bo freed by the progress of our arms,
but beeausc it is thus harmless to them they do
not forbear to use it as a topio of adjuration and
a motive of alarm. It suits their purposes only
the more perfectly because it is so innoouous ia
point of fact and so injurious in point of principle.
They can never enough confess their obligations
toils authors for tho "aid and comfort" it has
afforded (hem, by giving them now motives and
enlarged means for carrying on their war against
tho Government. And we speak advisedly when
we designate the "authors" of tho proclamation as

being those who are entitled to the gratitude of
tho insurgents. J or the President is not the "au¬
thor" of this policy. We all know how long he
struggled against it* adoption, and how hesitating,
ly he, eveh at the last, gave in his rcluctant Adhe¬
sion to it.
We do not wonder, however, that, having once

entered on this path, he now declines to retrace
his steps in the eyes of the country and tho world.
It would be to cxpcct too much of ono who haR
publicly committed himself to a particular line of
policy. Hut it is instructive to romark that the
President clearly signifies, in his reoent letter, that
he has no sympathy with thoso who would con¬

tinue 1 lie war for the purpose of emancipation after
the declared object of the war shall have been
reached in a restoration of the Union. To this
effect he says :

Yon fay you will not tight to free negroes. Home of
them seem willing to fight lor you Hut no matter ; fight
y< ti then exclusively to nave the Union. I issued the pro¬
clamation on purp.se to aid you in saving the Union.
Wh. never >. u ? ha,! have conquered all reiiatance to the
Union, it I thuli nrge yon to continue fighting, it will be
.u apt time Hen Jor jrt u to drclaie jou w.ll not fight to
Ire« negroes."

"

This is an explicit avowal of hia purpose to re¬

gard the war as at no end just so Boon as all resist
anoe to the Uniou shall have been conquered. If
he docs not mean this his laoguige is a juggle ol
words, and none buroly will impute to him any
such unworthy concealments of thought. It is
obvious, therefore, that he either expects the war

to last until all slaves shall have been actually
freed in the process of restoring the Union, or is
prepared to accept a restoration of the l^niou with
slavery undestroyed in quarters where it has not
been reached by the oontactof our armies. In the
former case slavery will not have been destroyed
by the proclamation, but by military operations;
and on the latter supposition the proclamation will
be equally confessed to have fallen short of its end,
leaving the student of history to wonder, in any
event, why it ever was issued. But when in the
clear light of what was really accomplished by it
all men shall be able to see that, as u a military
measure," the proclamation did nothing for the
Government but very much ajain»t it, they will be
only the more ready to perceive the force of the
" pressure" under which this piper cdict was ex¬

torted from one of the most practical and, it lelt
free to follow his own primary convictions, one cf
the most sensible of Presidents.

INDEPENDENT SENTIMENTS.

The paragraphs quoted below are going the
round of the conservative press under the cap¬
tion of " Returning Reason." Whether they be
the expression of returning reason or unchanged
reason, we are equally happy to find, emanating
from authority so high in the Republican ranks,
opinions accordant with what we have felt it our

humble duty to advance, though not, wo are sorry
to tay, with the entire impunity which we hope
will attend the utterances of the independent Re¬
publican Senator and Republican Herald. There
is an old adage, founded doubtless in the experi¬
ence of all countries, but expressed in the homely
phrase of Yorkshire, that " one man may some¬

times steal a horse with impunity while another is
hung for looking over the hedge."
The following are the paragraphs to which we

refer. The first is on no less an authority than
Senator Sherman, of Ohio, who, in a speech
made lately at Dayton, remarked:

.< A great deal is said about the President's amancipa.
tiou proclamation. My idea of it is that this war would
have been pro«ecuted more succassfully if the President
hail not said any thing about the negro."
The following, from the Newburyport Herald,

a Republican paper, is still more significant:
" Seven-eighths of tha people, all of them out of New

England, except t-uch as have freshly emigrated from here
and a few red-Republican Germans, would be in favor of
a restoration of the Union upon the old biwis, leaving all
questions of local institutions aside, and letting the pun
ishmeut of the rebel leaders take p'ace under National or

State laws as they have always existed. If, therefore, the
opposition should make this the grand issue, they would
force the Republicans to say yes or no to it. If they as¬

sented, the North would be a unit, with the exception of
the abolitionists, who would not carry more than two
States for their theory of subjugation, extermination, ruin¬
ation, and damnation. If, on the otber band, the radicals
should get the ascendancy in the conventions, and say no

to the proposition for lestoring the Union as it was, then
they would fall into a lesser minority than did tte Whig
party of 1*352."

While drawing on Republican sourecs for liberal
sentiments, we will add some expressions of en¬

larged patriotism which we recently met with ia
the Now York Timet, a journal which, however
bjund by party ties, give* frequent examples of
independent thought and a comprehensive nation¬
ality at variance with the narrow bigotry of the
extremists of its party. We quote from a recent
number of that able journal the following refrech-
ing sentiment, forcibly and eloquently expressed :

.' Every thing shows that one united, vigorous, and de¬
termined effort ou the part of the Government, backed and
a'.ded by the people, will bring this horrid tragedy to a

close, and gire us hath the free, the proud, the glorious
Union of our happier and more hopeful days "

" How can any man fit to live in such a land sa this
look out upon the dismal scenes of death and desolation
which the rebellion has caused, and the still more dismal
prospects of disaster and ruiu to the great cau^e of civil
libei ty and human happiness which the possibility of its
success unfolds, without making every prejudice, every
PH»« on, every thought and wish of bis heart subordinate
to the one great end of restoring the Union, of re-estab¬
lishing the full authority of the Constitution and Govern¬
ment of the land, and of thus renewing that grand career
of national progress and prosperity ? What are party
schemes and party project*.what are P*r"
tonal aspirations of the most ambitious.what are the
cherished theories of the mo<t enthusiastic and philanthropic
of men. besides the realization of this grand and beneficent
practical result T Give us back the Unioni that our Others
died to create, and that so many thousands of thflir noble
sons have tli»d to save.give us back the Nation as u once

existed.just and liberal in all its civil relations, lofty and
imperial in all its aims.

_________

MAINE ELECTION.
PonTLABD, Sept. 15..We have additional returns

from thirty six towns which give Coney 1,031 majority
against 416 last year.
So far 226 towns give Coney 48,9:11. Bradbury .U,H77,

being a majority of 15,057. The towns to be heard from
will considerably increase this iu jority.

Full returns from York county give 300 Union majority.
Franklin county gives about 5,00o majority for the Union
ticket, Oxford about 1,200, and Kennebec, it is thought,
;j,500. The vote is very close in Lincoln county.

By the annexed table it will be seen that the Republi¬
cans of Maine hare uniformly carried the elections in that
State since the year 1855 The table al»o shows their
majority in each yearp
Year. Rep. Opp. R®P- M«j.

185 669,4*9 51,54# 17,881
1857 - - - - >. 54,WO 42,6511 11,837

1H58 00,708 51,820 8,942
1850 57,821 45,401 11,820
1H(iO <19,469 53,098 16,371
I HOI 57,457 40,482 16,975

1868 45,5114 39,509 6 625
Jn the lust named year (1862) there were about 7,000

votes given for Coi. Jameson, supported as "a war De¬
mocrat," which, added to the above 6,(500, make an

aggregate majority against Mr. Bradbury, the regular
Democratic candidate, of more than 13,000 votes.

LATEST NEWS FROM CHARLESTON.
PROGRESS OF OUK OPERATIONS.

New York, 8RPT. 16.The steamer Mary Pan ford,
from Charleston Bar on the night of the 12th, ha* arrived
Hhe has despatches for the Government and a mail from
I he fl j »t.
Gen. Gillmore was actively engaged erecting batteries

on the upper end of Morris Island, sustaining a heavy fire
from Forts Johnson and Moultrie. The rebels have two
fifteen-inch guns in Fort Moultrie.

Fort Sumter is entirely silenced, but the garrison is still
there and the rebel flag still flying, no attempt having
been made to capture it ainee the repulse of the boat
expedition.

1 he health of the fleet is good. The Monitor Patapsco
has gone to 1'ort Royal for repair. Commander Ammen
has been appoiuted chief of Admiral Dahlgren'a staff.

TESTS OF LOYALTY

It is very evident that Gen. Burnsidu's standard
of "loyalty" falls f*r below that ercotod by cer¬

tain self-styled expounders of civil duty, who
tiod the highest evidence of patriotism in the un¬

conditional support of the Administration, without
regard to the merits or demerits, the advantages
or disadvantages of any particular measure or

line of policy which may bo temporarily adopted.
With these time-scrvere, "whatever is, (officially,)
is right." Principles, motives, results go for
nothing in their oalculus. However clear a man

may be in the advocacy of a prinoiple which oomes

in conflict with some administrative expedient,
however pure and patriotic may be his motives,
and however cogent he may be in his conviction
that any particular act or course of proceeding
will lead to disastrous results, he is bidden to

ignore his "principles," oheok his impelling "mo¬

tives," and closc his eyes to impending ''results,"
lest in the normal exercise of his intellectual and
reasoning faculties he may seem to fail in the
function of that perpetual assentation to the wisdom
of rulers, which, a mark of servility in time of
peaoe, becomes, we are told, the highest style of
patriotism in a time of war.

The patriotic and loyal population of Kentucky
do not so understand their duty or so interpret the
rights of freemen. They canvass the measures of
the Administration with only the more solicitudc
because issues so tremendous are suspended on the
wise or unwise determinations of our rulers in this
great crisis of the nation's fate. And we all know
in what sense they have recently spoken, upholding
the Constitution and Government of the country
with a steady and unfaltering hand, but for this
very reason condemning any measure or policy
which seems to them violative of the one or inju¬
rious to the other. And it is of such men that
Gen. Burnside, in a recent speech delivered at

Lexington, did not scruple to speak in terms of
tho highest praise and admiration, when he said
that "he had found Kentucky the most loyal
State in his department, and had so reported at

Washington. lie had found more strictly loyal
men here than in Ohio or Indiana, though the
latter was his birth-plaoe."
We make no such comparisons between the

"loyalty" of Kentucky and that of Ohio or

Indiana, but wc note this testimony of Gen. Burn-
side to the steady patriotism of those who are

seen to be none the less faithful to the obligations
of civil duty because they are unwilling to adopt
the language of flatterers and parasites.

While referring to this subject we wish to
remind our readers that two Conventions have
recently been held by professed friends of the
Administration, with "radical" proclivities, in the
States of Missouri and of Kansas, and that in
both of them the military policy and proceedings
of the Administration in that quarter are arraigned
in terms of great severity and aorimony, and a

change demanded in tones of imperious defiance.
We have waited some time to see whether those
who are so intolerant of conservative dissent from
certain acts of the Administration would have
any thing to say in rebuke of such contumacy
proceeding from radical souroes, but thus far wc

have waited in vain. Comment is unnecessary.

SUSPENSION OF HABEAS CORPUS THROUGH¬
OUT THE UNITED STATES.

The reader will find in another part of to-day's
Intelligencer a Proclamation of the President of
the United States, ordering a suspension of the
privilege of the writ of habeas oorpus throughout
the United States, as far as regards a certain class
of cases. This proclamation is issued under the
first seotion of the act of Congress approved March
.'>d, 1863, "relating to habeas corpus and regu¬
lating judicial proceedings in certain cases " The
first section of that act is in the following terms :

i?e it rnacted by the Senate and House of Representative*
of the United Sta'es uj America in Congress assembled,
That, during the present rebellion, the President of the
United Mates, whenever, in his judgment, the public safe¬
ly may require it, is authorized to suspend the privilege of
the writ ol habeas corpus in any case throughout the Uni¬
ted States, or any part thereof. And whenever and wher¬
ever the said privilege shall be suspended as aforesaid, no
military or other c fficer shall be compelled, in answer to
any writ of habeas corpus, to return the body of any per
son or persons detained by him by authority of the Presi¬
dent; but upon the certificate, under oath, of the officer
having charge of any one 10 detained that such iieraon is
detained by him a* a prisoner under authority of the Pre¬
sident, further proceedings under the writ of habeas cor¬
pus shall be suspended by the judge or court having issued
the said writ so long as said suspension by the President
thall remain in force and said rebellion contiuue.

LATE SOUTHERN NEWS.
Fortress Monroe, Sept. 1(1..The Richmond Dis¬

patch of to-day, received here, «ays;
" It is reported that there was au advance of the enemy

and an engagement at Culpeper on Sunday last, and a skir¬
mish between cavalry near Rapid-Ann Station on Monday,
without any very definite result. The enemy are crossing
their infantry at Kelly's Ford, and apparently contemplate
an advance."

REBEL NEWS FROM CHARLESTON.
Charleston, Seht. 14 .The enemy is perfecting ar¬

rangements for a permanent occupation of Morris Island,
erecting lines of telegraph along the whole island, and oon

verting Battery Wagner into a powerful work, enlarging
their bomb proofs, Ac. They fire upon our boats plying
in the harbor from Battery Gregg.
Charleston, Skpt. 15 .The enemy is building a tele¬

graph from Tybee Island and Fort Pulaski, along the
South Carolina coast, to Camming'* Point.
A magazine of one of our James Island batteries was

exploded to-day, killing one lieutenant and fiye men.

Anxiety it felt to bear from Bragg.
REBEL NEWS FROM GEORGIA.

Atlanta, Sept. 14..Gens. Johnst< u and Forrest
skirumhed with the enemy near Dalton 01 Friday. For¬
rest was wounded. The Yankees have advanced to Tun-
nell Hill.
Gen. Wheeler had a skirmish near Lafayette the same

day. The eneujy being too strong, he lell back. A gene¬ral engagement is expected.
Roiecrans occupies Chattanooga, and it is reported that

Burnside has joined him.

FKOM THE SOUTHWEST.
Memphis, Sept. 13.The cnvalry and mounted infan¬

try of the Sixteenth Army Corps, under the direction of
Gen. Carr, at Corinth, have been active during the pant
week, going as far south as the Tallahatchie, and stamped¬
ing the rebel cavalry into Grenada and Okolnna. Gen.
Carr also scattered the rebel Rhoddy's forces in the vicin¬
ity of Jacinto and Rienzi.
The rebels are reported to have ordered all the cotton

to bj destroy) d along the Tnllnhate hie, which the planters
are endravoiing to get to the Memphis market.

R«bel mails have been captured, with correspondencewhioh confirms the report that Johnston is reinforcingBr»gg.
\ iebel force with artillery is reported to be moving in

Ujjper Arkansas, to intercept the navigation of the Missis¬
sippi. They will receive attention.

VIRGINIA ON THE ANXIOUS SEAT.

A friend at Norfolk has kindly sent us some rc

cent Richmond papers, including tho inquirer t.l
the 8th inntant, which contains the opening pru-
ocedings of the extra session of the Legislature,
with the Message of Governor Lbxciibh, commu¬

nicating his reasr ^r summoning a special ses¬

sion, and an exposition of the publio exigencies
which demanded that measure.

Thefe exigencies are grave enough certainly,
according to the Governor'* admission, and are not

lik«ly to be cured by all the remedies which he
recommends. The exposition nerves to disclose
.not only the desperate condition to which the re¬

bellion has brought affairs in Virginia, but also
that the Governor occupies at present the most un¬

easy spot of an anxious seat. He has at no time,
we presume, since Virginia suffered herself to be
" dragged" into the South Carolina conspiracy, oc¬

cupied a bed of roses; but now we dare say he
would, if he could speak out, be ready to exclaim,
with the sage of Kinderhook, " our sufferings it
int)lerable." Yet who can commiserate the dis¬
tresses of one whoso judgment was not blinded by
his passions, but, knowing better, consented to

drag bucIi calamity on his country '(
The debates in the Legislature, however, blaze

with the language of resolution and confidence.a
confidence which can scarcely be sinccre, and that
sort of resolution, we suppose, described by the
poet a* " gathered from despair."

The Enquirer itself is, according to its "voca¬
tion," very bold and vory defiant, yet admits vir¬
tually that the only card left for the Army of the
Potomac is another invasion of Maryland. But we

question if the able commander of that army will
concur in this view. His experience has taught
him, wc suspect, that expeditions into Maryland
do not pay.

For the curiosity of our readers we quote a few
passages from the Message of his Excellency of
Virginia.

OI'ENINU REMARKS.
In this crisis I have deemed it advisable to convene ycu

in extraordinary session, in order that the freshly-chosenrepresentatives of the people may consult and devise such
measures bs Will be calculated to meet the existing emer¬

gency in public affairs. The war has now been in progre-s
for more than two years and a half, and has beeu prose¬cuted against us with a ferocity unparalleled in all past
struggles between contending parties. It has been con¬
ducted upon the avowed principle of su*"j gating us either
by force of arms or by visitiug upon our people the hor¬
rors of famine. Hence it is that, foiled and defeated again
and again upon the field of battle, they have adopted the
policy of desolating our farms, destroying our crops, burn¬
ing our dwellings, stealing and carrying away our proper¬
ty, leaving our wives and children to perish by the slow
torture of starvation. It is no longer a war for the preser¬
vation of the old Uuion, as it was originally proclaimed to
l»e but it has degenerated into a war for the emancipationnf'our slaves; and this purpose the Administration at
Washington propose to accomplish, even if the extermina¬
tion of the wbite race, of all ages, sexes, and conditions, of
the Southern Coulederacy shall be the result. We have
no alternative, therefoie, but to defend ourselves with all
the power, energy, and ability wecau command. We must
succeed if we would be a tree and independent people
worthy of the illustrious ancestry from which we descend¬
ed. To succeed we must have union, harmony, concert,
conciliation, courage, energy, and determined resolution
ou the part of rulers and people. We must cultivate one
towards another th« noble virtues of prudence, toleration,
charity, and forbearance.

DEFENCE OF TIIE STATE.
The subiect first in importance, so far as the Common

wealth is concerned, is the best moans of providing an

adequate force for the local defence of the State against
invasion or raids, and for the execution of the laws in case
a resort to force shall at aQy time become necessary. The
entire military force of Ihe State has been absorbed by
the conscription law, and we are thus left, in a time of
greatest peril, with no militia organization for the defence
of the Commonwealth. This want can be and must be
supplied with an little delay as practicable As to the
plan of raising this force, I am aware there is much diver¬
sity of opinion. The difference, however, is reconcilable,
if the subject is considered and discussed in a patriotic
8**Lot a force, to consist of all able-bodied persons between
the ages of sixteen and sixty, not in the Confederate ser¬
vice be organized, corresponding with the force now or¬
ganized in the cities of Richmond, Petersburg, and Lynch¬
burg. Let them be regularly enrolled, formed into com-
oanies. battalions, and (regiments, and officered in such
manner as will be most likely to secure »fficient. intelli¬
gent, and energetic men. They should be drilled at pro¬
per intervals, so as to be well instructed in the evolutions
and the manual, and prepared for efficient service when
ever the necessity shall arise.
The act should also define what is local defence, as there

is much contrariety of opinion in regard to it. Some think
local defence consists in remaining at home, and under no
ciicumstauces to be taken out of the city or county in
which the company is organized. This, in my view, is a

most mistaken notion of the meaning of the term " local
defence," »nd, if it is to prevail, will work great mischief
and render the organisation of little value in giving protec¬
tion to our people My opinion is, that if the city of
Richmond ran be defended more certainly fifty miles trom
it than immediately around it or in it, that locality is the
proper place lor its defence, and the local militia should
b« required to make the defence there. The officer
charged with the defence of any particular locality i» pre¬sumed t'» be better acquainted with the mode of defending
it. and the best point for defending it successfully, and he
should direct all troops so as best to secure the end de
sired
The object of such organizations should be to give ade¬

quate protection to all parts of th? Commonwealth. We
must not only provide for the defence nf the counties,
cities, and towns by the local forces in and immediately
around them, but we mint, unJer the law which is pro¬
posed to be passed, have authority to order others from
contiguous counties to their aid and support. A forc>«
whose operations is to be confined by county, city, or town
boundaries, can prove of but little value in checking raids,
or in executing and enforcing obedience to the laws.
This organization should be made to embrace the for¬

eign population who are heated amongst us. This for¬
eign population maybe said to consist of three classes:
First, those who have been regularly natural.zed, and who
ate therefore citizens embraced by the laws relating to
the public defenoe; second, tho«e who are domiciled
amofigst us. and have been living in our midst and proseculing various branches of business, and who left their na¬
tive land with no purpose or intention of returning to it,and, la-tly, those who are temporarily sojourning amongst
us. The first clam are in the service under our militarylaw s, and the second class shou'd be required to go Into
service for public defence of the soil on whioh they reside.The latter class, who are sojourners, engaged in no regularbusiness, should be exempt. 1 recommend, therefore, that
in yonr legislation upon this subject the second class abovereferred to shall be clearly and distinctly embraced.

TUB REPUDIATED CURRENCY.
The General Assembly, at its last aession, preacribcd that

no Confederate issues oi a date anterior to April t»th, 18i>3,should be nc-ived in payment of State taxes I am un¬able to comprehend either the wisdom or policy of thislegislation. It is calculated to impair confidence in the
currency of the Confederate Government, and indeed in
almost ibe only currency in circulation in the greater por¬tion of the State. We have no State bank circulation, we
have no State Treasury note circulation : both of these de¬
scriptions of unto* having been boarded as fast as theycould be collected by moneyed men. The consequence,therefore, is, that the holders of the repudiated Confede¬
rate issues are driven to the necessity of ^having off those
they have, in order to procure such as Will enabio them to
meet the demands of the Slate. While it was not tho in¬
tention of the Legislature to place the tax-papers in this
condition, mch is inevitably the effect.
The only reason I have ever heard assigned in justifica¬tion of this legislation is, that it was designed to force

person* holding this currency to fund in Confederate bonds,and thus retire it from circulation. Congress, feeling the
difficulty, and desirous to compel the funding, passed an
act which provides that alt notes of i*sues previous to De¬
cember 1st, 1H05J, should he fundable in eight per cent,
bun Is, if presented by the iKd day of April, 1863; if not
p esented by that day, but presented before the 1st of
August, I84V.I, they were then fundable in seven per cent,
bo us ; and these issues are nut fundable at all after the
l.t of August Notes issued after December 1st, 18(12,
are fun tal>le in seven per cent, bouds until August 1st,1863, and after that date in tour per cent, bonds. Note*
is ued after April 1st, 1863, are fundable in six per cent,
bonds, if presented in twelve mouths Irotn their issue;but it n »t so presented they are fundable in four percent,bonds.
Thi» looks to me very much like a repudiation to some

extent of the obligations assumed by the Government; and

it Is not, therefore, surprising that such legislation should
have created uneasiness in the public mind, and aided in
bringing about depreciation, and a want of coufideoe« in
the u'tiumte paiuient of these obligations. Other legisla
tiou »u the purt of Congress has tended strongly to pro¬
duce tb« saiue conclusion in the public mind. The mode
in which taxes are to be assested upon credits in certain
contingencies may be mentioned as one tliat tends directly
to the discredit of the currency, better far would it have
been to make these issues a I. gal tcnd-r in payment of
debts, than to resort to a compulsory process like this to
force its reception by the creditor; and while this is being
done, our Legislature is urged to r.ject the same paper is¬
sues iu payment of State tcx^s.
When the Government casts suspicion upon its cur¬

rency, ai d the State Governments and the banks and rail¬
road companies do th-> same thing, the people may well
become alarmed. The consequences cannot fail to be most
disastrous We cannot change the action of Congress,
but we can remedy the errors of our own legislation, and
thus show that we are dispo>el to uphold the credit and
currency of the Confederacy.

Til E IMPRESSMENT OF SLAVES.

On the 29tb of August last a requisition was made upon
me by the Mecretary of War for 5,340 slaves, to work upon
the fortifications around Richmond. Copies of the papers
are herewith submitted to your consideration; and I par¬
ticularly invite your attention to the draft ma'le upon the
several counties. The appi>r:iouuicnt upon the counties
seems to be entirely arbitrary, and bears very unequally^Iu soma cases live per cent, of the slaves is called for. and
iu others less than one per cent. I trust that some amend¬
ment will he Luii-Je to the law which will afl'ord protection
against such inequality.
The law requires that " the value of such slaves as may

escape from the Confederate authorities and not retuin to
their owners,or be seized or be kilL-d by the public eriemy,
or may, by want of due diligence on the part of the Con¬
federate tttates, in any wanner be lost to the owners, shall
be paid by the Confederate State* to the owners of such
slave*; and in like manner compensation shall be made for
any injury to slaves ari.ing from the want of due diligence
on the part of the authorities of the Confederate Stntes "

Many rates of peculiar hardship, arising fioiu tbe loss of
slaves, have been brought to my attention, and much com¬
plaint has been made by the owners iu consequence of the
fact that they have not received the value as provided for
iu this act. In several CHses the only slave capab'e of field
labor that the owner possessed has been lout, and compen¬
sation not having been made, has been unable to supply bis
place. If the value had been promptly paid, the hardship
iu such cases would have been greatly relieved. 1 invoke
your early attention to this subject, of so much importance
to our common constituents.

THE RAILROADS BECOMING DILAPIDATED.
I have received a communication from tbe Presideut of the

Ceutral railroad, enclosing a report made to him by the su¬

perintendent on a subject of great importance to the road
and to the State aud the Confederacy. Thu demands for the
transportatiou of passengers aud freight over this and the
other railroads of the State bave been vtry great, and the
roads bave been severely taxed to meet them. Wo far
tbey have fully met the demands ; but it is apparent to
any person who will pa-s over Iheui that extensive repairs
are now much needed, at;d must be made, or they will be
broken down and rendered useless. Besides, great diffi-
oulty is experienced in procuring cross-ties and the neces¬
sary supply of wood for fue1. Labor is indispensably
necessary io relieve them j aud so tar as legislation can
aid them, 1 am satisfied it will be cheerfully extended.
The Central, Orange, and Alexandria, wild the Vtrgiuia

and Tennessee roads have more to apprehend from raids
than any of the other roads in tbe State ; and this appre-
hension makes it difficult to procure labor on reasonable,
or indeed on any terms. The owners of slaves are unwil¬
ling to hire them on these lines, lest tbey may be seized
and carried iff, or may be induced to abscond. Under
these circumstances, tbey veiy properlydesire that tbe
subject shall be brought to your attention. '1 he pap>rs
aro herewith submitted ; and 1 trust your wisdom will
enable you to devise some measure of relief.

THE TRADERS AND SPECULATORS.
The extortioner is still pursuing his heartless traffic and

maseing his gains. The war to him is a God send, aud be
would not have it terminated for any earthly considera¬
tion. He shares none of its hardships.be sutlers none of
its dangers He baa perhaps hired a substitute, who, for
a pecuniary consideration, agreed to be shot in his place.
Such men are found every where throughout the Confede¬
racy ; and it in time something were done to put an end to
their mouey making business.. 1 have been investigating
this sul ject in the hope that I would he able to makn some
practical recommendation that would check it it did not
eradicate this evil. In the first volume of tbe Revised
Code of 1819, page 551,1 find an act which was passed in
17/7, entitled " An act to prevent forestalling, regratiug,
engrossing, and public dues;" which, with very slight
amendments, would, if re enacted, check in great measure
this growing evil. I invite your attention to it, and re¬
commend that some similar act be passed at this session

THE DEBT OF VIRGINIA.
The finances of the State are in a highly prosperous con¬

dition.much more prosperous indeed than could lmve been
anticipated, under the circumstances wbicb surround us.
The numerous demands made upon tbe treasury bave been
promptly met and satisfied. Our rev»U'jeis increasing,and tbe people, with that noble spirit which has ever char¬
acterized Virginians, cheerlully pty their taxes, and thru
maintain the credit and uphold the character of tbe Com¬
monwealth.

I suggest w hether it would not be wise to dispose of tbe
interest which the State holds in our various internal im¬
provement companies, under such restrictions as may be
deemed proper, aud apply the proceeds niising therefrom
to the payment of the State debt. We could at this time
dispose of these stocks to a great advantage; aud such an
application of the proceeds wouii reduce the d>bt to a
Comparatively small sum. It is the part of wisdom to ex¬
tinguish our d' bt as rapidly as possible, and nny measure
which will produce this result will greatly increase publicconfidence.

Trie total permanent debt of the State is reported to be
$34,399,680. This sum includes intero»t on the publicdebt uncalled for, the greater portion of which is due to
the United States aud ber citizens, $2,730 921. It in¬
cludes also the suui b irrowed by us to aid in tbe prosecu¬tion oi tbe war, and which, by agreement, is to be refund¬
ed by the Confederate Government, amounting to $8,500,-"000 These sums, making $ 11 ,230,891, when deducted,
will leave as our State debt the sum of $23,163,788. De¬
duct debt, purporting to bo due the literary fund, which
belongs to the Slate, and is a debt by mere fiction of law,$2,662,691 : and there remains $20,506,097. To paywhich we have available bank storks belonging to the lite¬
rary fund, railroad aud other stocks belonging to the in
ternsl improvement fund, worth in the market, aud from
which can be real zed at any t me the Stat-i may direct,
the sum of $16,543,055. Iu addition, the Commonwealth
owns $2.340,f>00 worth of bank st ick, which will readilycommand iu trie market the sura of $3,019,125; leavingonly to be provided for, $943,917.

FROM ARKANSAS.
Cincinnati, Sept. 15..The Gazette's Leavenwoith

despatch says that Gen. Blunt, at the last accounts, was
at Fort Gibaoii, preparing to start for Fort Scott. In his
recent campaign he marched two hundred and fifty miles
in nine days, fought two battles, aud cleared from the
rebels one hundred thousand square miles of territory.
Refugees from tlio rebel conscription are coming into

Bluut's lines by hundred*. Their suffering* are repre¬
sented as indescribable. More than one hundred Union
men have beeu shot and hung at Fort Smith since the re-
belliou began.
Supply trains are running regularly from Fort Smith to

Fort Hlunt.
Fort Smith has been the headquarters for operations

during the winter.
A despatch to the Commercial, dated at Brownsville,

Arkansas, on the 'id instant, says :
" Gen. Steele arrived h*re last evening. His force will

come up to-df-y. 'I he rebel* are in strong posit<o i tour
miles this side of Little Rock, with a force estimated at
seventeen thi usand men and thirty to forty guns. KirbySmith has gone to R'd River, leaving Price iu command.
Tbe rebel (Jen Maruiiiduke was wounded in the leg m the
recent engagement at Buyou Meteor.''

NAVIGATION OF THE MISSISSIPPI
Cairo, SEPT. 15..Admiral Porter has just arrived in

the General Lyon from below.
Ou the 30. h of August the gunboat Champion was at¬

tacked at Moigauic, whilo convoying the Julia, loaded
with troops. Five hundred guerrillas opened tire on both
boats from behind the levee. The troops pa.-sed on, while
the Cbampii n engaged the rebels aud dispersed them.
Glen. Herron is after them with some troops.
The General Lyon found the steamer Kwing sunk ofT

Plum Point, with a gunboat guarding her.
The steamer Hope caught tire just below Columbus.

The General Lyon pulled her into deep water to extin¬
guish the flames, left a guard with h r, and caine up for a
gunboat
Trie General Lyon also brings the news that the Marine

Brigade had captured at Bolivar three rebel paymasters,
in whose possession was found two millions of dollars.
I'll a suui was to be used to pay tbe troops at Little Rock.

Gen. Rosh ran* writ»» to the Government that the
rebel conscripts are running into his lines by hundreds,
and de»irs to join his army, lie says iu his letter tbat
Tennessee is now more loyal than his own State of Ohio.

[Kefublica »,

IMPORTANT FROM TENNESSEE.
CAPTURE OF CHATTANOOGA.

THE CONFEDERATES OUTFLANKED AND
THEIB STBONGHOLD EVACUATED.
Lookout Valley, Twelve Mii.es Sooth of

Ireniun, ( Ua.) September 7, l«tt>;j
The army ha. crossed the first ridge'of mountain. .outh

of the Tennessee Biver Valley, just west of the L.okout
range, in view and as far aouth a« Winaton, which 1a forty-
five miU'u aouth of the river. The enemy has not yet of¬
fered the slightest resistance.
There are but three road* over Lookout Mountain be¬

tween Chattanooga and Winaton where an army with
ba«KHKe and artillery can pa...oae at Chattanooga, one
at Jnnu.ton's Creek, eight miles aouth of Trenton, and the
other at Winston. It i« thought certain that Bragg, if he
fi«ht* ut all, will conteat our parage at either of these
poiuts. Skirmishing will probably commence to morrow
The army has endured the fatiguing marchea bravely. It

desires nothing better than a fight, as it i, tired of racing
after Bragg. If the present bold movement succeeds,
Chattanooga fall. of itaelf.
The right of the army now liea let. ttan fifty milea from

Borne. Forage ia plenty in the valley, and the inhab.tanta
are aick of the war. The slaves have nearly all been run
into the interior.

Headquarters Army or the Cumberland,
Near Trenton, {(Ja.) September 9, 1863

A despatch just in from the front conveys the intelligence
that the enemy yeaterday began the evacuation of Chatta¬
nooga, moving eastward with all their storeaand munition?.

I am informed that nothing definite ia known in regard
to the operations or position of Burnside at present; but
from the meagre information there ia but little doubt that
Eaat Teiinesaee has been totally abandoned by the rebels.

Gen. Crittenden is to-day marching into Chattanooga.
The utmost efforts are being put forth to repair the bridge#
destroyed oa the Memphis and Charleston railroad, which
will soou be in opt ration. No particulars other than thorn*
aro yet known at headquarters.

Cincinnati, September 9,1863
Semi official despatches have been received announcing

that Gen. Crittenden's division of Gen. Bosecrans' army
marched into Chattanooga to-day without opposition. The
enemy evacuated yeaterday, retreating south.

Cincinnati, September 9, 1863.
Gen. Bragg has again been obliged to give way to the

superior strategy of Gen. Bosecrans, and Chattanoog%~~
the last rebel stronghold in Tennessee.was to-day occu¬
pied by our forces without a combat. With its fall the
whole of Tennessee is redeemed from rebel rule.
Gon. Bosecrans' plan of operation. was to hold the enemy

in Chattanooga by demonstrations in its front by one por¬
tion of his army, while he moved on their line of comrnu.
nication and retreat with the other.
The former movement was to be made by the three di¬

visions of Crittenden's corps and two divisions of Thomas's.
1 he latter was to be accomplished by a circuit around tha
rebel right by three divisions of McCook's corps and two
others of Thomas's. The movement was somewhat hai.
ardoua, from the division of the army it involved; but our
great numerical superiority warranted the risk.
The flanking column crossed the river, over three pon-

toon bridges, on the *d and 3d instant. The road, across
fir,,t r8n8w of mountains on the other side had to be

made practicable, and it was ouly after immense labor that
our forces reached the valley bordering its southern alone
on the 7th. v

Gen Bosecrans established his headquarters at Tren
ton, eight miles south of the river, on the same day, and
reconnoitered the position around Chattanooga in person
He was determined to bring matters to an issue without
delay, but his adversary, perceiving the danger of being
cornered by his flanking march, abandoned Chattanooga
yesterday. Our left, under Crittenden, ^hich had, in the
moan time, moved up closely to the front of the town
awung into it this morning.

~o-

OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION
The Government yesterday received the first official

^formation of the fall of Chattanooga and the occupation
of the place by our troops, in the following despatch:

Cleveland, (O.) September 9, 1863.
Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War:
The operator at Trenton, Georgia, telegraph, that Crit¬

tenden s division took possession of Chattanooga to day.
Anson Stager.

SUBRENDER OF CUMBERLAND GAP.

Cleveland, (O ) September io, i«63
Major Eckert, Washington; The operator at Crab

Orchard state, that the line wa. working to Cumberland
Gap ye.'erday, but not working at the hour when Secre¬
tary Stanton', message was received announcing the fall
of Chattanooga.
The sime operator states that Cumberland Gap surren¬

dered to Gen. Burnside yesterday afternoon, at four
o clock, w.tbout firing a gun. We expect further advice.

A. Stager.

THE SUCCESSES AT CHARLESTON.
OFFICIAL BEP0BT8.

I*ORTREN8 Monroe, (Va.) September 10, 1863.
Mnjor Gen. H. W Halleck, General in-Cbicf-
lb. .learner New York .rri,.J lbi. from

Charleston, which port she left at 3 P. M. Tue.dav
8th instant.

Capt. Chi.holm report, that our force, captured at Fort
Wagner .eventy-five prisoner., twenty-one gun., and a
large amount of ordnance store..

I he rebel flag is .till flying at Fort Sumter, but there
»re no guns mounted, and only a very small force remain.
there.

* lve MoDltor« the Iron.ide. engaged Fort Moultrie
and batterus Beauregard and Bee from 5AM till «> P
M on Tuesday, the 8th in.tant. A .hell from one of the
Monitors exploded in the magazine at Moultrie. The
sou hwestern parapet was seriously damaged by the ex-
plocioo. Edward E. Potter, Chief of Sta*

^

BEPOBT OF GEN. GILLMOBE.

Department of the South
HeaHquartert in the Field, Sept 7 1863

Major General H. W. HaLLEck, General-in-Chief.
General: I have the honor to report that Fort Wajr-

ner and Battery Gregg are ours,
Li.t night our sapper, crowned the cre.t of the coun¬

ter .carp of Fort Wagner on it. .ea front, masking all it.
gun. and an order wa. i-ued to carry the place by a.

low tide
m"e ° th" m°ruing' that th« hour of

About ten o'clock la.t night the enemy commenced
evacuating the i.land, and .11 but seventy-five of them
made their e.cape from Cummirg.' Point in small boat..

aptured de.patche. .how that Fort W.gner wa. com-
man<, ( y Col. Qf Carolina, and garrisoned
by fourteen hundred effective men, and Battery Gregg by
between one and two hundred.

l<it, Wagner i. a work of the mo.t formidable kind
It. bomb-proof shelter, capable of containing eighteen
hundred men, remains intact after the most terrific

°WeRhave nt ^ *°y W°fk WM *V'r "EjectedWe have captured nineteen piece. of artillerv and al»rge supply ot excellent ammunition

JSx&ZtZr*>«*.*
obejIJJJ General, Mrjr re.p.ctfullj your

n . VI A Gili.mohe,
Brigadier General commanding.

AN INTERESTING LEGAL QUESTION.
.avs'tLat^h!! «i HtPT" I Commercial Advertiser
be tested th*1"!'0 P,rBCy °u the ooean will soon

StolenfrAm coart"' ,n tb* of the .liver
.toien from the .hip B. F. Hoxie.

HABEAS CORPUS.
Nm\ VoRK.SkPr. 16.Some writs of b.bea. corpus

JioR* char*ed under the Preaideul'. p roc lama-


